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Shame
by  C. Sterling Portwood, Ph.D.

In 1921, Sewall Wright published the first significant article presenting a statistical causal inquiring system, “Correlation and Causation”, in J. of Agricultural. Research, Vol. 20, 1921, pp. 557-85.  That should have gotten the ball rolling, but, with a few notable exceptions, didn’t. The robots didn’t resist; they reacted with all the understanding and insight of so many monkeys, who, upon discovering  a computer; simply scratched their heads and continue about their mundane business.

The ineptitude exhibited by non-experimental research methodologists, statisticians, and scientists in not demanding, developing, perfecting, and/or prescribing some valid causal inquiring system, by the 1960’s (when I first encountered the problems in making causal inferences) was surprising.  In the succeeding 40 years -- despite the production of a few books and many articles and papers, with spot-on titles-- little improvement, with a few notable exceptions, can be found.  This slow progress is (1) shocking; (2) highly disappointing; (3) an indication of the paucity of insight, creativity, and clear thinking exhibited by the vast majority of non-experimental methodologists and scientists; and (4) an indictment of flawed funding policies and techniques for both non-experimental research and for the development of useful methodological tools. These failures have resulted in a colossal waste of money, intellectual resources, and human lives over that long period of almost a century from Sewall Wright to present. 

Social scientists, epidemiologist, their research methodologists, and research funding decision-makers should hang their heads in shame at this triumph of the me-too robots (i.e., those who are incapable of comprehending and/or accepting, much less producing, any new ideas, more than one millimeter beyond the paradigms they have been taught) over clear thinking, open mindedness, creativity, critical analysis, and just plain common sense.

